NO. 207. August 5,1710           fhe ^fatler
And if you examine the bottom of your esteem for a w&man, you will find you have a greater opinion of her beauty than anybody else. As to us men, I design to pass most of my time with the facetious Harry Bicker-staff; but William Bickerstaff, the most prudent man of our family, shall be my executor.
No,   207.                                 [STEELE.
From Thursday, Aug. 3, to Saturday, Aug. 5, 1710.
From my own Apartment, Aug. 4.
Having yesterday morning received a paper of Latin verses, written with much elegance in honour of these my papers, and being informed at the same time that they were composed by a youth under age, I read them with much delight, as an instance of his improvement. There is not a greater pleasure to old age, than seeing young people entertain themselves in such a manner as that we can partake of their enjoyments. On such occasions we flatter ourselves that we are not quite laid aside in the world, but that we are either used with gratitude for what we were, or honoured for what we are. A well-inclined young man, and whose good-breeding is founded upon the principles of nature and virtue, must needs take delight in being agreeable to his elders, as we are truly delighted when we are not the jest of them. When I say this, I must confess I cannot but think it a very lamentable thing that there should be a necessity for making that a rule of life, which should be, methinks, a mere instinct of nature. If reflection upon a man in , poverty, whom we once knew in riches, is an argument of commiseration with generous minds; sure old age,
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